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What was he trying to say? Does he
still think that China is not a threat?

Communist China is our No. 1 geo-
political threat. They are our rival.
They have the second largest economy
in the world. They have over 2 million
active military personnel. They have
the largest navy in the world, and
China plans to build more than 100 new
ships, 300 new missile silos, and hun-
dreds of nuclear missiles by the end of
this decade.

China is working day and night to
get stronger. China is working to chal-
lenge the United States as the world’s
superpower.

And Joe Biden seems to be doing the
opposite. He is making our own coun-
try weaker and poorer and less pre-
pared.

China isn’t the one opening the bor-
der to the whole world to come in.
China isn’t the one spending them-
selves into bankruptcy. China isn’t the
one shutting down their energy produc-
tion. It is Joe Biden who is doing those
things—a President who is soft on
China.

Now, he has been soft on China his
entire career. When he was in the Sen-
ate, he helped China join the World
Trade Organization. He helped China
pay low tariffs under Bill Clinton. This
helped China flood our country with
cheap, poorly made consumer goods.

By the time Joe Biden was Vice
President, the threat from China was
obvious, but he was still soft on China.

When he was Vice President, Joe
Biden said ‘““The growth of China is
overwhelmingly in our interest.” That
was Joe Biden as Vice President.

He should tell that to the factory
workers who lost their jobs all across
America. He should tell that to the
families who have buried their children
because of Chinese fentanyl.

When he was running for President,
Joe Biden repeatedly downplayed any
threat from China. He said of China, in
his announcement to run for President,
he said China is ‘‘not bad, folks.”

Now, he should tell that to the 1 mil-
lion Uighurs who are living as slaves
and forced to work in the west of
China.

As a candidate, Joe Biden said China
is “‘not competition for us.”

Well, I have got news for Joe Biden.
China’s economy has grown 12-fold in
the last 20 years. China now has more
missile launchers than we do. It is
painfully obvious that China is trying
to compete with us. Joe Biden is the
only one who doesn’t get it.

On Friday, former Senator Max Bau-
cus, who I served with, from Montana,
revealed that China wanted Joe Biden
to be President.

Now, Senator Baucus was a Member
of this body, and then he was tapped to
be President Obama’s Ambassador to
China. So Senator Baucus knows a lot
about China, knows a number of Chi-
nese officials. And on Friday, he admit-
ted Chinese officials told him that
China wanted Joe Biden to be elected
President.
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Of course they did. In recent weeks,
we found out that Joe Biden kept clas-
sified information at his home and in
his private office.

So where was this private office?
Well, the office was at something
called the Penn Biden Center at the
University of Pennsylvania. The uni-
versity paid Joe Biden nearly $1 mil-
lion to do virtually nothing. Joe Biden
says he was a professor yet never
taught a single class. And he left clas-
sified documents at the Penn Biden
Center.

Now, reportedly, these documents
were related to Iran and Ukraine. I
haven’t seen the documents, but those
are the reports.

And what is the relationship with
China and this center? Well, Chinese
donors gave $61 million to the univer-
sity between 2017 and 2020.

Both the House and the Senate need
to investigate whether these donations
were legal, and we need to know if Chi-
nese money is influencing the Biden
administration’s policies.

On Thursday, I came to the floor and
spoke about how Joe Biden’s energy
policies are helping China. Later that
day, we found out yet another connec-
tion between Joe Biden’s energy poli-
cies and China. We found out that the
White House and the Secretary of En-
ergy met with an environmental group
with ties to China.

The group is, interestingly, called
the Rocky Mountain Institute, and the
group was paid by the Chinese Govern-
ment to study green energy.

Now Secretary of Energy dJennifer
Granholm wants their advice too.

Enough is enough. It is time to act
with strength against China. The sanc-
tions that the administration an-
nounced are just a slap on the wrist.

The House passed a resolution con-
demning China for violating our air-
space. The vote was unanimous. Every
Republican voted for it and every Dem-
ocrat voted for it. Why aren’t we tak-
ing it up here in the Senate?

There is a whole host of legislation
we need to pass here in the Senate to
stand up to China.

I have introduced legislation to ban
administration officials from going to
work for China.

The top lawyer today—the top law-
yer today in our intelligence commu-
nity used to work for China. Before
that, he worked in the Obama White
House. Revolving door—Democrat ad-
ministration, China, Democrat admin-
istration.

He worked for the Obama White
House. He worked for Huawei—of
course, we know Huawei is a tele-
communications company controlled
by the Chinese Government. Now he is
one of the top lawyers on the payroll of
Joe Biden.

There is much more that needs to be
done in relation to China. China is
going to try to spy on us again. China
is going to keep challenging us. It is
time for us to stand up to the chal-
lenge.
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Now, what happened with this spy
balloon can never be allowed to happen
again. America cannot afford Joe
Biden’s policies of weakness.

I yield the floor.

———————

RECESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate stands
in recess until 4 p.m.

Thereupon, the Senate, at 3:21, re-
cessed until 4 p.m. and reassembled
when called to order by the Presiding
Officer (Mr. MURPHY).

———
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Louisiana.
MEDICARE

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, a
leading philosopher of the last cen-
tury—his name was Jean-Paul Sartre—
famously once said that ‘‘existence pre-
cedes essence.”’ In other words, Sartre’s
words, not mine: To be is to act.

In other words, my words, not Mr.
Sartre’s. In other words: What you do
is what you believe. What you do is
what you believe, not what you say.
What you do is what you believe, and
everything else is just cottage cheese.

I think that is particularly relevant
to our government in Washington, DC,
and indeed to probably all forms of
government in America. We are what
we do, not what we say.

As the Presiding Officer knows, we
are in negotiations with respect to the
debt limit. I, for one—and I think al-
most all, if not all, of my colleagues in
the Senate will agree with me on this.
We will not default on America’s debt.
We will not. But in conjunction with
addressing that issue of the debt limit,
many of our colleagues in the House
and many of our colleagues here in the
Senate would like to talk to President
Biden about what we can do as a Con-
gress and as a President to keep us
from getting in this situation again,
where we have to so radically raise the
debt limit.

In other words, the request to the
President is: Mr. President, let’s sit
down and talk about how we can slow
the rate of growth in our spending and
slow the rate of growth in our debt ac-
cumulation, for a variety of reasons,
not only pertaining to the debt limit
but also pertaining to trying to get
control of the budget. And I hope the
President will accept that invitation.

In those negotiations, the President
has said—incorrectly, in my judg-
ment—but he has said repeatedly, as
have some of my Democratic friends,
that, well, all the Republicans want to
do—all the Republicans want to do in
these negotiations is hurt Medicare
and hurt Social Security.

Now, I understand politics. We both
do. We have been doing this for a long
time, and politically I understand why
the President and some of my col-
leagues are saying that. It is not true,
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